
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 31 October 2018] 

 p7545c-7546a 
Mr Bill Johnston 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, INDUSTRY REGULATION AND SAFETY 
RESOURCES SECTOR AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.11 pm]: The Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety held its resources sector awards for excellence ceremony on 
25 October 2018 at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. Attended by more than 200 people from the 
resources industry, community groups and government representatives, the evening celebrated projects that 
demonstrate excellence in innovation, environmental outcomes, worker health and safety, and meaningful 
community partnerships. Five projects were recognised for their leadership in each of the categories, with 
two projects recognised for their environmental excellence with the prestigious Golden Gecko awards. One of the 
Golden Gecko winners was the Western Australia Port Authorities and Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development project, the statewide array surveillance program. The program uses molecular techniques 
by a marine biosecurity surveillance network to respond rapidly to introduced marine pests. This project is now 
being implemented in five Queensland ports. 

The second Golden Gecko winner was BHP Iron Ore for its Chasing Ghosts project, which uses new technologies 
to better understand, track and protect the ghost bat population in the Pilbara. The research behind this project 
could have major benefits to research across the state. BHP and Foodbank Western Australia also won the 
Community Partnership Resources Sector Award for the healthy food for all Pilbara regional strategy, recognised 
for its evolution from a simple breakfast club to an innovative and sustainable suite of programs, bringing together 
community members of all ages and supporting them to adopt healthy lifestyles. The Safety and Health Resources 
Sector Award, systems and people category was awarded to Rio Tinto Iron Ore for its emergency response 
exposure reduction initiative, a simple and effective solution to mitigating risks associated with fire-based 
contaminants, with the potential for application across a range of industries. 

Roy Hill Holdings was recognised in the safety and health engineering category for its lightning protection system, 
which addresses a frequent hazard in the Pilbara. The network allows workers to move around facilities during 
lightning red alerts, providing protection to workers and improved mental health and wellbeing. These resource 
sector safety awards also complemented the work safety awards held on 24 October 2018 to celebrate significant 
safety projects in other Western Australia industry sectors, as part of Safe Work October. 

I would like to recognise and congratulate the winners and all the finalists, who continue to make sure 
Western Australia’s resources industry is world-class, not just for producing minerals and energy, but also for its 
innovation across environmental outcomes, worker health and safety, and meaningful community partnerships. 
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